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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is in response to application's amendment received on 
8/12/2005. The canceled claims 1-40, 66-68, 74 and 78, the amended claims 43-45, 
47, 49, 52, 53, 77, 79 and 80, and the added claims 81-88 have been entered. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 41-65, 69-73, 75-77 and 79-88 are allowed. 

Regarding claim 41, the prior arts of record fail to teach or disclose a biometric 
key as claimed in claim 41 , w herein the insulator is insertable into a slot of the key body 
and attached thereto. 

Regarding claim 42, the prior arts of record fail to teach or disclose a biometric 
key as claimed in claim 42, wherein the insulator is slidably attached to the key body 
and bonded thereto. 

Regarding claim 46, the prior arts of record fail to teach a biometric key as 
claimed in claim 46, wherein the insulator incorporates a plurality of contacts portals in 
contact with corresponding contacts or wire leads of the circuit board. 

Regarding claim 54, the prior arts of record fail to teach or disclose a 
mechanical lock body engageable with a biometric key which incorporates a biometric 
sensor for transmission of a signal representing a biocode of data generated by the 
biometric sensor as claimed in claim 54, wherein the mechanical lock body has I) a 
movable component or cylinder having one or more contact portals for engagement with 
corresponding contacts of the biometric key when said key is engaged with the movable 
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component or cylinder; and ii) a barrel for retention of said movable component having 
contacts for engagement with the contact portals of the movable component or cylinder 
whereby in use the signal is forwarded to processing means interfaced or electrically 
connected with the barrel upon engagement of the biometric key with said movable 
component automatic generation of the signal for granting access to an authorized user 
of a facility accessible by the biometric key. 

Regarding claims 69, 70 and 72, the prior arts of record fail to teach a biometric 
key as claimed in claim 69, wherein the signal representing a biocode of data generated 
by the biometric sensor is automatically generated upon engagement with the 
mechanical key and the mechanical lock body and forwarded to the processing means. 

Regarding claims 73 and 75, the prior arts of record fail to teach a biometric key 
as claimed in claims 73 and 75, respectively, wherein the receptor body includes i) a 
movable component or lock cylinder having said contact(s) and ii) a barrel for retention 
of said movable component wherein said barrel has contacts for engagement with said 
contacts of the movable components or lock cylinder for transmission of the signal. 

Regarding claim 77, the prior arts of record fail to teach or disclose a process 
for providing access to a facility which incorporates a movable as claimed in claim 77, 
wherein the host computer requests personal and/or demographic information relative 
to the authorized biometric signature before said capture of the authorized biometric 
signature. 
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3. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Hung Q. Dang whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3069. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30AM-6PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Horabik can be reached on (571) 272-3068. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMNER 
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